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universe? Any one arguing thus would be howled
down as a madman. Now, why is this? Why
would the common-sense of mankind, in a practical
matter like a race, instinctively exercise this kind
of eclecticism, concentrating itself on certain causes
and absolutely ignoring others? Such behaviour
is not arbitrary. It depends on a principle in-
herent in all practical reasoning whatsoever. Let
us see what this principle is.

When, with any practical purpose in view, we
insist that anything is the cause of anything else,
or produces anything else, we are always selecting,
out of an incalculable number of causes, one cause
or agency which, under the circumstances in view,
may or may not be present; which a careless
person may neglect to introduce ; which an
ignorant person may be persuaded to take away ;
or a recognition of which will influence human
conduct somehow; while all other causes, which
no one proposes to take away, or which no
one is able to take away, are assumed by all
parties, but they are not considered by anybody.
Why should they be considered ? Not only are
they so numerous that no intellect could deal with
them, but they have, since with regard to them
there is no difference of opinion, no place in any
practical discussion at all. If a ton of stone is
to be placed on a piece of framework, men may
reasonably discuss whether the framework is
strong enough to bear it, or whether material is
not being wasted in making it stronger than